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Hymn to St John the Baptist
for the eve of the feast of his birth

Melody written or found by Guido d'Arezzo,
Words, Paul the Deacon,

Arranged and translated by Nigel Williams.
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for Bill Armstrong, to mark 75 years of church singing



1. Ut queant laxis Resonare fibris
Mira gestorum Famuli tuorum,
Solve polluti Labii reatum,
Sancte Johannes. 

2. Nuntius celso Veniens Olympo
Te patri magnum Fore nasciturum,
Nomen, et vitae Seriem gerendae
Ordinae promit. 

3. Ille promissi Dubius superni,
Perdidit promptae Modulos loquelae:
Sed reformasti Genitus peremptae
Organa vocis. 

4. Ventris obstruso Recubans cubili
Senseras regem Thalamo manentem:
Hinc parens nati Meritis uterque
Abdita pandit. 

5. Sic decus Patri, Genitaeque Proli
Et tibi, compare Utriusque virtus,
Spiritus semper, Deus unus, omni
Temporis aevo.
Amen.

1. Do let thy servants Recreate in telling
 Miracles deeds and Facts of your adventures,
 So set our tongues free, Larynxes untangle,
John Saint and Baptist. 

2. Coming from heaven, Gabriel the angel
Told to your father Of your coming birthday,
Named you and gave him Details of your actions,
Foretelling greatness.
 
3. Doubting the promise Sent him from the highest,
Lost he forthwith the Means of conversation.
But you his offspring Cured him of his dumbness,
Ending his silence.

4. You lying covered in your living cradle
Felt in like chamber Presence of your sovereign:
Thus both the women, By their sons' deserving,
Sang of things hidden. 

5. Honour the Father And the Son begotten.
Honour the Holy Ghost in power coequal.
Honour we give Thee Throughout endless ages,
One God eternal.
Amen.

Hymn to St John the Baptist, for the eve of the feast of his birth.
Traditional text and English translation.


